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2 CHRONICLES, vii. 14. 


F my People, which are called by my 
Name, fhall humble themſelves, and 
pray, and ſeek my Face, and turn 
from their wicked Ways: Then will 
T hear from Heaven, and will for- 


give their Sin, and will heal their 
Land. 


N the preceding Chapter, Solomon, 
having finiſhed the Houſe which he 
had built for the Name of the Lord 
id of Iſrael, maketh his Supplication 
d God, that he would vouchſafe eſpe- 
al Bleſſings to his People, and avert 
te heavy Judgments of his Anger from 
tem, upon the Conditions of their 
raying to him in this Houſe, confeſſing his 
uy Name, and turning from their Sin; 
bewing the viſible Tokens of their Obe- 
lence to the divine Will, or their ſin- 
tre Repentance for their Tranſgreſſion 
fit. In anſwer to the humble, and 
pious 
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pious Requeſt of the wiſe Man, God 
declareth, that though the People, whic 
were called by bis Name, ſhould, by the 
manifold Sins and Provocations, dray 
down the ſevereſt Judgments upon them 
felves, and he ſhould viſit them with the 
Famine, Sword, or Peſtilence ; yet 
they would humble themſelves, and pray 
and ſeek his Face, and turn from the 
wicked Ways, he would then bear fri 
Heaven, and would forgive their Sin 
and heal their Land. 
Now, the Nature of God is immy 
table: In the Rule and Governmen 
of the World, he ever, in all Aget 
acts upon the invariable Principles 
the moſt conſummate Wiſdom, and u 
paralleled Goodneſs, We may, ther 
fore, juſtly preſume, if we diligenti 
apply to him for Succour in our Di 
treſſes, and perform the neceſſary Co 
ditions required on our Parts towalt 
obtaining his Aſſiſtance, that he wi 
vouchſafe it to us, that he will he: 
from Heaven, and will help us. Fo 


if God promiſed theſe Bleſſings to h 
I Peopl 
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of NaTionar HAP PIX Rss. 7 
People rael, becauſe they were pecu- 
larly called by his Name; we, who are 
called by the Name of Chri/i, have alſo 
the greateſt Aſſurances of his Favour 
and Protection, in Conſequence of that 
glorious Privilege, if we are careful to 


depart from all Iniquity, and are Zealous 
uh for good Works. 


now aſſembled in the Houſe of God, 


Faſting to our Prayers and Supplications, 
which we, this Day offer to the divine Ma- 
eſty. And the End propoſed by this ſolemn 
Humiliation is, hat we may obtain Par- 
don of our Sins; that thoſe heavy Judg- 
ments, wwhich our manifold Provocations 
have moſt juſily deſer ved, may ve averted 
jrom us; that the divine Bleſſing and Aj- 
ance may attend our Arms, for obtain+ 
ing Succeſs in the juſt and neceſſary War 
in which we are engaged, and for reflor- 
ing and perpetuating Peace, Safety, and 
Froperic to theſe Kingdoms. 


Upon theſe reaſonable Hopes we are 


and are commanded by Authority to add 


The 
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The Mercies we here implore, and 
the Judgments we deprecate, muſt be 
univerſally. confeſſed to be of the higheſt 
Importance to us, conſidered ſeparately 
as Individuals, or as that collective Body 
of People, of which the Kingdom i; 
compoſed: And therefore, we cannot 
be too ſollicitous to obtain the one, or 
avoid the other. And, how can frail 
Mortals more reaſonably hope for Suc- 
ceſs, or expect more certainly and ſe- 
curely to eſcape the Danger of the Ene- 
my, and the Calamities which the Sword 
might bring upon them, and to be left 
in perpetual Peace and Safety, than by 
flying for Succour to the King of Kings, 
whoſe Power no Creature is able to rofl, 
whoſe Faithfulneſs and Truth are our 
ſtrongeſt Shield and Buckler, If, in our 
Peace and Proſperity, we are often too 
much inclined to be regardleſs of the 
Moſt High, inſtead of being truly thank- 
ful for ſuch ineſtimable Bleſſings; the 
Day of Adverſity and Afffiction, one 
would think, ſhould effectually remind 


us upon whom we depend for Safety 
| _ and 


_ of NATIONAL HarPINEss. 9 
and Deliverance, and induce us, in the 
moſt devout and folemn Manner, to 
humble ourſelves before that Almighty 
being, who, by the Word of his Power 
can command the Sword to go through 
the Land, and it goeth; and who alone, 
s he can move and divide the Land, can 
allo heal the Sores thereof, when it ſhaketh, 
If we have offended our gracious God, 


greater is our Obligation to humble our- 


ur Sins, and turn from our wicked 


hy bis wrathful Indignation, but, that in 


Mercy. And, though it may be a 
haſty and. uncharitable Concluſion, to 
tribute Misfortune, which befals any 


Nation or Perſon, to their Sins and 


Impieties, and to eſteem it as a ſignal 
Mark of the Divine Vengeance and 
Diſpleaſure ; we ſeem not ſo much in 
Danger of embracing this Error, as of 
ling into the other Extreme. For, 


B | inſtead 


and ſtirred up his Anger againſt us, the 
tlves, and pray unto him, and confeſs 


Ways; that he may not ſuffer his whole 
Diſpleaſure to ariſe, leſt we be conſumed 


tbe midſt of Judgment, be may think of 
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| inſtead of looking upon any Calamities 


as Puniſhments ſent to correct and amend 
in us whatſoever doth offend the Eyes of 


our heavenly Father ; ſome by er Pro- 


feſſions, and others by their Actions, 
ſeem ſcarcely to allow him to take Cog- 
nizance of our Ways; his Providence 


they are too apt to diſbelieve or {lightly 


regard, and often act as independently, 
as if they had given Being to themſelves. 
But, let us not be lulled into a fatal 
Security, by truſting to our own Strength 
and Sufficiency, and diſregarding the 
uncontroulable Power of the Almighty; 
leſt we provoke him to laugb at our Ca- 
lamity, and to mock when our Fear 
cometh, when our Fear cometh as De- 


folation, and our Deſtruction cometh as 


a Whirlwind, when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh 
cometh upon us; but let us ſeek the Lord 
early while he may be found, and call 
upon him while be is nigh, that he may 
make us to dwell ſafely, and to be 


quiet from Fear of Evil. 


We 
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We cannot, ſurely, be inſenſible of the 


unavoidably attend War, even when 
moſt proſperous and ſucceſsful. Con- 
queſts are not gained without the Ex- 


pence of much Blood, and the Tears 


of Widows and Orphans are ever mixed 


with the moſt joyful Triumphs. How ¾ Y 
much more numerous and intolerable 


are the Evils which accompany it, when 
unſucceſsful? We muſt be utterly void 
of all Humanity, if, upon the Conſi- 


rith the moſt compaſſionate Senſe of 
ach accumulated Miſeries; if we uſe 
ot our utmoſt Endeavours to avert the 


de do not earneſtly invoke the Good- 
ls and Power of an All-merciful and 
mighty God to grant us Deliverance 
om them; if we do not, with Sup- 
cations and Prayers, with Faſtings 
id Humiliations; with all the Me- 
ods of appeaſing God's Wrath, and 
ploring his Mercy, intercede with 
Im, who breaketh the Arrows of the 
2 Bow, 


many and grievous Calamities, which 


eration of them, we are not touched 


fliction of them upon our Land; if 
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Bow, the Shield, the Sword, and tbe 
Battle, that he would ſtop the F ury of 
deſtructive War, and ſuffer not the Ene. 
my to prevail againſt us. If we are not 
puffed up with the vain Conceit of our 
own Sufficiency (and who can ſay that 
he is ſufficient for theſe Things?) we 
cannot fail to become moſt immportu- 
nate Supplicants at the Throne of Grace, 
and beſcech the Lord of all Power, and 
Might, the Author of every good an 
perfect Gift, that, amongſt thoſe innu- 
merable Mercies we ſtand in Need of, 
and he vouchſafes unto us, he would 
_ alſo give Strength unio his People in the 
Time of Battle, and reſtore unto us 
the Bleſſing of Peace. 

If the many Calamities we have late| 
experienced, beſides the Diſaſters "I 
War, ſucceſsful or unſucceſsful, 
bring upon us, are not to be hel 
as the Puniſi ments of our manifold WI. 
and Provecaticns; it concerns us at leaf 
to regard them as Warnings, to flee fri 
the Wrath to come, and as the Adm 
tions of the Mot High, that we repent 


an 


md turn from all our 7 ranſereſſions, that 
mquity may not be our Ruin, We have 
ken alarmed in theſe Kingdoms by 
nd warned by the more dreadful Situ- 
we applied ourſelves” to Faſting and 
ayer, that God would not thus viſit 
s in his Anger, nor pour out his full 
idignation upon us; and whatever ſe- 


e might deſerve, that bis Soul would 


umbly beſought our gracious God, who 


$ this Bleſſing, and ſuffer us not to be 
reduced to Scarcity and Diſtreſs by the 


oged among ſt them. We have much 


Neis of the People; and, in general, 


Land, 
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mall, but repeated Shocks of the Earth; 


tion of ſome neighbouring Countries, 


ere Puniſhments, as a ſinful Nation, 


ut thus be avenged on it. We have 


—— —ä— 
— — — 


— 


his great Bounty hath given us the 
beaſts of the Field for our Provifion and 
Nouriſhment, that he would continue to 


1 
—— 
Far — — 


mtagious Diſtemper, which hath long 
omplained of immoderate Rains, and 
element Seaſons, the Dearth of Pro- 
ons, the Tumults, as well as Diſ- 


Ve repreſented the Situation of our 
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of the World will learn Righteouſneſs. 


ſome general Heads of Examinatio 


our Opinion, whether, from theſe Judg 


Foundation to hope, that God, of hi 


hleſſings we implore at his Hands 
and withhold the more ſevere Chal 
tiſements of his Anger from us. Fo 
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Land, as highly dangerous, and ha 
ſeemed to fear, leſt our Calamit 
ſhould be multiplied and increaſed, 2 
we ſhould at once be viſited with t 
Sword, Peſtilence, and Famine. 


Now, if ſuch Fears, and ſuch Da 


[ 


| 


gers, cannot awaken our Conſciend 


from Sin, to ferve God in true Ht 
lineſs of Life, our Behaviour muſt i 
evitably contradict the Words of 
Prophet ; that, when the Judgments of iſ 
Lord are in the Earth, the Inhabitan 


It may be of Uſe, then, to ſugge 


by Way of Enquiry into our Condud 
that we may the more ſafely forn 


ments of the Lord, we have learnel 
Righteouſneſs, and from our true Pe 


nitence of Heart, may have a reaſonable 


infinite Goodnefs, will grant us tht 


we 
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muſt not forget the Condition of his 
omiſes, that, if we humble ourſelves, 
d pray, and ſeek his Face, and turn 
m our wicked Ways, then he will 
ir from Heaven, and forgive our Sin, 
| heal our Land. 
Do we then walk humbly with our 
d, and ſtand in ſuch continual Awe 
him, that in all our Thoughts, Words, 
Aclions, we ever ſeek his Honour 
W Glory? In the Day of Proſperity, 
we truly thankful for his bountiful 
ng-kindnefſes and tender Mercies ; 
o we preſumptuouſly conclude, that 
Hand, and the Strength of our Arm, 
gotten us our Wealth? In the Day 
Adverſity, do we truly turn unto 
|, and get us to our Lord right hum- 
Is our Sorrow and Contrition real, 
incere for our paſt Offences; or 
our wecping, faſting, and praying, 
longer an Effect upon us, than 
it we feel the heavy Rod of Af. 
bn? Are we uncharitable in judg- 
of the Sins and Impieties of the 
le, who haye been viſited with 
; £2 more 
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more dreadful and extenſive Calamities 
Do we pronounce them Sinners above gl 
others, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch Thing, 
and at the ſame Time not duly refleq 
that unleſs we repent, we may all likewi| 
periſh? Do we, with Abhorrence an 
Deteſtation exclaim againſt the Cruelti 
and Superſtitions of a corrupted Rel 
gion? We muſt then be careful to { 
a juſt Value upon that which is pu 
and undefiled, and to maintain its Dig 
nity, by ſuffering it to have a corre 
ſpondent Influence on our Lives an 
Converſations, adorning the Doctrine 
God our Saviour in all Things, as become 
the Diſciples of Chriſt. Are we, there 
fore, diligent in performing all thol 
Duties which are enjoined us by th 
Laws of Chriſtianity? And in part 
cular, as Prayer is a neceſſary Conditio 
required of us in the Text, towards ol 
taining the Favour of God, do we 
member to keep holy one Day in Seve 
and offer up our Prayers and Praiſes 1 
his Temple, on the Sabbath, which I 


hath appointed to be 4 Reft unto 4 
'2 * 
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People, with that Seriouſneſs and Fre- 
quency," that Reverence and Devotion, 
that Simplicity . and godly Sincerity, 
which are requiſite to make all our Sa- 
cifices acceptable and well-pleaſing in 
his Sight? Do we confeſs and acknow- 
lage our Sins before bim with full Pur- 
wſe of Amendment of Life, and an hearty 
Reſolution to forſake our Wickedneſs, 
to keep his Commandments, and walk from 
tenceforth in his holy Ways? Do we, 
with a reverential Joy, and religious 
Thankfulneſs, ſet forth bis moſt worthy 
Praiſe, and hear his moſt holy Word; and 
with a meek and lowly 22 with the 
kkepeſt Senſe of our Neceſſities, Igno- 
ance, and Infirmities, 2% thoſe Things 
wich are requiſite and neceſſary, as well 
ir the Body as the Soul? Or do we, 
pon every idle Humour, and every 
tnling Pretence of Buſineſs or Plea- 
lure, excuſe ourſelves from Attendance 
on divine Worſhip? ? And, when en- 
raged in it, do we comport ourſelves 
with that Decency of Behaviour, and 
that Conformity to the Rites and Cere- 


( 
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- monies of our Church, which ray ſhey 
our Reverence to the divine Majeſty, 
and induce others, by the Obſervance 
of our Examples, to glorify God by 
the ſame Services? And as Chriſt wouch- 
Jafed to yield up bis Soul by Death upm 
the Croſs for our Salvation; are we mind- 
"ful, that it is our Duty, as often as we 
have Opportunity, 20 receive the Hh 
| Communion, in Remembrance of the . 
crifice of bis Death, and the Benefits ws 
receive thereby, as be himſelf hath con- 
manded, to our great and endleſs Comfort 
Which, if we neglect to do, let us confider 
_ with ourſelves, how great Injury we di 
unto God, and how fore Puniſhment bang- 
eth over our Heads for the ſame; when 
we wilfully abſtain from the Lord's Tabl, 
and ſeparate from our Brethren, who 
come to feed on the Banquet of that mii 
heavenly Food? Again, are we careful, 
in our ſeveral Stations and Relations of 
Life, as much as in us lies, to inftil 
ſound Principles of Virtue and Reli- 
gion into the Minds of thoſe who are 
| * vor — * us, to * 
| ſtru 
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ſtruct the young and ignorant, and 
train them' up in the Way they ſhould go, 
that when they are old, they may not 
depart from it? In our common Con- 
rerfations, do we ſo highly revere God's 
holy Name, that we take it not in vain, 
knowing that the Lord will not bold him 
quiltleſs, who taketh his Name in vain? 
In our daily Repaſts, do we uſe thoſe ' 
good Creatures, which God hath given 
us for our Food and Nouriſhment, with 
Temperance, Sobriety, and Thankful- 
nels? For, if we conſume them only 
in indulging our inſatiable Luſts, and 
pamper our Vices by Luxury and Ex- 
els, what Wonder is it, if the Lord 
hould recompenſe us after our Deſerts, 
nd our Plenty ſhould be turned into 
ant; if the Fields ſhould yield no Meat, 
if the Flocks ſhould be cut off from the 
old, and there ſhould be no Herd in 
the Stalls? T 

Theſe Queſtions, I hope, will not 
de thought impertinent to the preſent 
Vecafion : Moſt of them are relative 
o the Duties enjoined in the Text, 
„ ù = 
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upon the Performance of which, we 
may expect the Completion of the Pro- 
miſes annexed to them. But, then we 
muſt not imagine, that a partial Obe. 
dience will be accepted, or that our 
Regularity in theſe Points, will- excuſe 
and atone for the Neglect of others, 
As far as human Infirmity will permit, 
we mult be perfect as our Father which 
is in Heaven is perfect. But, my De- 
ſign was, not to plan out a general 
Syſtem of our Chriſtian Duty; but 
upon this folemn Day of Humiliation, 
to recommend a ſerious Recollection and 
conſcientious Obſervance of ſome Parts 
of it, -which, from too common a Ne 
glect and Diſregard, ſeem to be well 
nigh forgotten, The National Bleſſing 
we implore from Heaven, we alk | 
Conſequence of a national Repentance 
And the national Judgments we depre 
cate, We at the ſame Time confels, fro 
our manifold Sins and Impieties, to have 
juſtly deſerved. And it is evident irol 
God's own Declaration, that, if . 
perſiſt in our evil Ways, we maß 
: EX ped 
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expect to be dealt with after our Sins, 
and rewarded according to our Iniquities. 
For after the Promiſes of Bleſſings to 
his People upon their ſincere Repent- 
ce; he as ſeverely threatens their Diſ- 
obedience ; that f they turned away, 
and forſook his Statutes. and his Com- 
mandments which he had ſet before them, 
then he would pluck them up by the Roots 
wt of the Land which be bad given 
them, and would caſt out of bis Sight the 
Houſe which he had ſanctiſied for his 
Name; and would make it to be a Pro- 
verb, and a By-word among all Nations ; 
and that Houſe, which was high, ſhould 
be an Aftoniſhment to every one that paſ- 
fed by, ſo that he ſhould ſay, Why hath 
the Lord done thus unto this Land, and 
unto this Houſe? And it ſhould be an- 
ſwered, Becauſe they for ſool the Lord God 
of their Fathers, who brought them forth 
out of the Land of Egypt, therefore hath 
be brought all this Evil upon them. Since 
therefore, the Amendment of each par- 
ticular Member muſt infallibly rectify 
the whole Body, it cannot be unſea- 

5 ſonable 
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ſonable to recommend a Reformatio 
to every Individual, as well in general 
Terms, as more eſpecially in thoſe par 
ticular Branches of Duty, in whic 
many ſeem to be more highly deficient! 
Leſt God ſhould vit our Offences with 
the Rod, and our Sin with Scourges, ant 
for our Impenitence and Hardneſs d 
Heart, ſhould give us over for a Pre 
_ unto, our Enemies. 

And he, who is a TOR Well-withe 
to himſelf, or his Country, he who de 
fires to promote the Honour of God 
the Glory of our Religion, and the Sal 
vation of his own Soul, will commun 
with bis Heart, and ſearch out his Spi 
rits, will prove and examine himſelf in 
every Point of Duty, will try if bers 
be any Way of Wickedneſs in him, and, 
upon the Diſcovery of it, will humbl: 
 bimſelf, and pray, and confeſs his Sins, 
and turn from his wicked Ways, that (0 
God may hear from Heaven, and for- 

give his Sin, and lead him in the Vo 
everlaſiing. And, as nothing can really 


_ fanctify a national Faſt, but national 
| Amend- 
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Amendment, let every onè thus humble 
himſelf under the mighty Hand of God, 


ind we ſhall have the ſureſt Confidence, 
that be dil exult us in due Time. Let 
thus truly ſanctify this Faſt to our- 


v God, by forſaking our wicked Ways, 
Ind ſeeking bis Face, and turning unto 
Im with all our Heart, with all our 
ind, with all our Soul, and Ie all our 
rength. 


tad, when the Lord ſhall look down from 
Heaven, and hear us, and forgive all 


ball cauſe Peace to be within our Bor- 


hen our Yalleys ſhall ſtand ſo thick with 
on, that they ſhall laugh and fing ; when 
ur Garners ſhall be full and plenteous with 
Man ner of Store; when our Folds 
ball be full of Sheep, and they ſhall bring 
ith Thouſands and Ten Thouſands in our 
treets; when our Oxen ſhall be ſtrong to 
our, and there ſhall be no Decay, no 
leading 


elves, by praying and confeſſing our Sins 


Then Hall the Nation rejoice and be 


ur Sins, and heal our Land; when he 


rs, and Plenteouſneſs within our Palaces; 
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